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Kdtt'.inl  Lvt-ntl  *  orations  it  wa>  AOtlilcetjic   runttv.nai  v'     .'it    Wa   '...'..  eata 

oooofThoniw  Jefferson  •  epi  Ilea  I  ut  in  ■ .,.- ,.:,.,  .„„  . ,. aiioa    .  hu  eouo*  for 
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The  Republican-Times  Printing  Company 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  IIo"rurtry 
Lincoln  Memorial  University 

Harrogate  Tennessee 

Dear  ^r.  Mchurtry  : 


member  audit  bureau  of  circulations 
member  associated  press 


February  10  1945 


Thte**!-  you  very  much  for  the  information  on 


the  Wigwam  wti{ch  was  published  in  Ottawa  in  1360.  So  far  as  £k 
I  know  there  are  no  copies  of  this  campaign  publication  now  on  file 
in  Ottawa.  The  public  library  in  Ottawa  was  not  established  until 
1885  and  by  that  time  many  priceless  relics  of  the  past  had  been 
lost  or  gathered  by  persons  interested  in  the  history  of  the 
Civil  war  and  so  were  lost  to  the  public. 

I  should  like  to  have  an  extract  from  a  page 

of  this  old  cawpai  n  paper  if  it  is  not  too  great  an  effort  en 
the  part  of  your  staff  to  jj&ti:   prepare  it  for  me.  I  also  am  very 
glad  to  have  the  address  offlr.  Coleman  and  shall  write  to  him 

for  pictures. 

I  am  enclosing  %   what  information  is 
available   on  the  publication  of  the  Wigwam ja  s  I  obtained  it  f ror.i  • 
old  newspaper  files  inthe  public  library  in  Ottawa. 

Sincerely  yours 
C.C.  Tisler"    '  k 


two  *' '  c  ; ; " 


Historians  nay.  wonder  why  Ottawa  would  support 
■— *P  Republican 


newspapers  «ey.  during  the  '?£^*.C-L£:zt 


presidential  campaign  of  I860. 


was 


It    is  believecMjp?  thils^mHs^due  to  the 


(tL 


>relutance  of  the  editor  ofthe  Republican  in  the   Civil 


War  years  to  engage  in  the  mud  V-  .""  '-l^M   slinging  often  vicious 
and  libelous  political  campaign  stories  of  the  time.  Hampton  was  a 
teacher  by  profession,  quiet  and  modest  in  his  manner  and  conservativ 


in  his  news  &§&   stories  and  their  manner- -#  of  presents,  tion.  Osman  was 
more  of 'the  f . .,  I  .-1  __  r : ,  r.  «?  fire  eating:  m   political  editor,  of 


his  day  At  90  years  oj  age  he  was  still  writing  able  editorials 


c 


•  .1 


R< 


King  may  have  beliebed  the  •Republicans  of  1860  in  a  county  which  had 

''■'_... 

never  gone  Republican  in  national  politicals  until  1855 —  the  county 


.v.. a  organized  in  1831—  needed  a  livelier  poiitieaTorgan  than  the 

/ 


weekly  Republican  was  giving  them XI 
/       -  *  ■ 

When  ^ampton  as  sole  publisher  the  paper 
lacked  fire  as  °sman  hinted,  "./hen  he  had  a  partner  it  reverted  to 
type  of  its  day  1  :.V  ;.  ■.;:- ...        j-s  in  presenting  en  If  one 


side  of  a  political  question. 
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PUBLISHED   BY 
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1  June  14  1945 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  Mcllurtry 
Lincoln  Memorial  University 
Harrogate  ennessee 
Dear  Mr.  McMurtry  L 

Thank  you  very  much  for  giving  the  oppurtunity  of 

reading  in  advance  $L\ir   copy  of  the  story  on  The  Wigwam  published 

in  Dttawa  in  the  summer  of  1860  in  the  interests  of  Lincoln  for 

president.  I  have  never  seen  a  copy  of  it  and  know  to  a  certainity 

there  are  none  in  the  public'  library  here. 

You  asked  me  for  suggestions  oncorrections  in  the 

story  and  I  am  offering  on^fla  very  ably  written  and  very  interesting 

story. 

I  do  not  believe  the  statement  that  the  Republican 

was  a  rather  inacti  e  political  organ  "  etc  is  i  uite  accurate. 

P 

I  have  therefore  taken  the  liberty  to  write  out  what  I  believe  was 

i 
the  true  case--  that  the  able  editor  ojfthe  Republican  lacked  the 

i 

fire  eatin0  qualities  which  seemed  to  distinguish  so  many 
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editors  of  his  day. 

I  believe  this  is  the  true  reason  the  Y/igwam  was 
founded —  to  liven  u;:  the  campaign  in  LaSalle  county  where  the 
Republican  seemed  overly  cautious  and  conservative.  % 

Hampton,  and  this  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  story 
of  the  I'/igwam  v/as  one  of  the  editors  in  Illinois  who  4»  advocated  the 

i 

nom  nation  of  Lincoln  for  president,  twomonths  before  that  event  took 
place. 

The  files  of  the  Republican  also  would  seem  to 

indicate  that  he  made  a  trip  to  Gettysburg  in  November  1863  to  hear 

*        I        /& 

Lincoln  give  his  immortal  address  on  the  dedication  cf/the  natio'  al 

/ 

cemetery  at   that  place.    The   story   eft  he   dedacationinthe  Republican  1? 

seems  to  have  been  written  by  one  who  was   onthe   spot  at    the  time. 

2.  t  It   is   a  matter  of  record  also   that    the  f'rst   paper 
published   in  LaSalle  county  was   in   1836.   It   lasted   a  short   time 
and   was  known  as   the    republican.    But   it   baifeeci   Van  Euren  forsfass^S^ 
president     on   the  democratic   ticket. 

Very  truly  yours 
C.C.    Tisler  '  ** 


jj    w 
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THE    WIGWAM 
A   Newspaper  Pavlished   in    i860   In   T/ze   Interest 
of  ■The  Presidential  Candidacy  of  Abraham  Li>icoln. 

One  thousand  numbers  of  the  first  edition  of 
The  Wigwam,  newspaper  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  the  Republican  partv,  were  run  off  the  press  at 
Ottawa,  Illinois,  on  July  18,  1860.  C.  B.  King, 
the  editor,  announced  in  his  first  issue  that  his 
newspaper  office  was  to  be  located  over  the  post 
office  (King  later  became  postmaster),  the  terms 
were  fifty  cents  a  cony^  and  that  advertising  would 
be  accepted  at  regular  rates.  Copies  of  the  news- 
paper were  to  appear  every  Wednesday,  "till  after 
the  presidential  election." 

The  publication  oi  this  weekly  Republican  organ 
brought  forth  thj  courteous  yet  left-handed  political 
thrusts  of  William  Osman  (postmaster  under  James 
Buchanan),  the  editor  of  the  Illinois  Free  Trader, 
a  strongly  partisan  organ  of  the  other  side  of  the 
political  fence.  In  this  issue  of  July  21,  1860  un- 
der the  title  "The  Wigwam,"  Osman  made  the 
following  comments:  "The  publication  of  a  Re- 
publican campaign  paper  under  the  above  name 
has  been  commenced  in  this  city  by  Claudius  B. 
King,  Efq.  If  the  first  number  is  a  fair  specimen;  ^ 
of  those  to  succeed  it  The  Wigwam  will  prove  ~a~- 
formidable  campaigner.  The  editorials  are  aHv, 
spirited   and   yet    courteously   written.      The    pubhV- 
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cation  of  such  a  paper  has  been  found  a  TKces^ity, 
we  presume,  on  account  of  th**  """-ak.  wishv-wafhy 
character   of    the    Ottawa    Remthlhnn    and    for    the 
same  reason   "'ill    no   douht    be   liberally    supported 
by  the  Republicans  0f  the  countv." 

The  Kevubltcan's  comment  on  its  rival  on  the 
same  dav  July  21,  I860  was  brief  as  was  natural. 
T.  Hampton,  the  editor,  m"re!v  said  und"r  the 
heading  "The  Wigwam":  "This  is  tha  title  of  a 
spiritued  little  campaign  paner  started  in  tn°  city 
by  Mr.  C.  B.  King.  Mr  Ki"«  enters  his  buciness 
with  zeal  and  we  trust  that  his  ent'^orise  may  be 
an  aid  to  the  Republican  cause.  The  terms  are 
fiftv  cents  for  the  campaign." 

It  is  believed  affer  car-.ful  studv  of  this  file  of 
newspapers  tbat  onlv  sixteen  numbers  wer"  pub- 
lished. Tha  last  ptim^er  hearin"  t^e  date  of  Octo- 
ber 31,  1860.  The  file  in  the  Department  of 
Lincolniana  consists  of  ten  issues.  Numbers  4.  6, 
9,  10,  14  and  15  are  mining.  Nn^br  2  through 
number  16  carries  a  different  masthead  ft.ijri  num- 
ber 1.  A  woodbind  scene  is  dio'Ced  with  Lincoln 
and  Hamlin  in  th°  role  of  raibnlitters  C\  'ncoln  is 
wielding  the  maul  and  Hamlin  is  holding  the 
wedged  in  the  act  of  dividin"  the  Northern  democ- 
racy from  the  Southern  democracv.  Ever"  rnie 
of  this  interesting  newspaper  carries  in  bold  fact 
type,  one  column  vide,  the  "R^ublic ' n  ^Vomina- 
tions".  with  Lincoln's  name  heading  t1"3  b"t.  In 
addition  to  the  Presidential  Pectoral  Ticket,  the 
S'af  Ticket  and  County  Ticket  are  prominently 
featured. 

Fvit  number  of  T7;*>  Wiawryi  carn«<;  n~li<-ical 
articles  in  praise  of  the  Republicans  while  F>  mo- 
crats  are  held  up  to  scorn.  One  am<de  sublets 
Lincoln  to  the  crdeal  of  these  qu°ctions:  "h  ha 
honest?"  "Is  he  capable'5",  and  "Is  h~  Faithful 
to  the  Constitution?"  Needless  to  add  Lincoln 
passed  the  test.  A  comideraH"  amount  of  national 
and  state  news  having  no  politic'  imnlViti^ns  are 
to  be  found  in  the  columns  of  The  Wigwam,  as 
well  as  the  usual  fillers  and  advertisements,  one  of 
whi"h  offers  to  the  public  "Lincoln  hats  made  to 
order." 

Historians  mav  wonder  why  Ottawa  would  sup- 
port two  Republicans  newspapers  di'rin<»  th°  presi- 
dential campaign  of  1860.  It  is  beli"v°d  that  the 
Rewublican  founded  in  1844  was  a  rather,  inactive 
political  or°an  durin^  these  stirrinq  times  when  an 
all-out  Republican  effort  was  being  mad*1  to  win 
the  vote  in  La  Salle  Countv— a  communis  always 
considered  to  be  a  Democratic  stronghold.  Offa- 
wa's  g"ographical  location  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Fox  and  Illinois  rivers  was  a  determining  factor 
in  the  mculdin"  of  its  political  thought  Prior  to 
1848  virtually  all  of  its  commercial  traffic  was  car- 
ried by  river  steamers  on  the  Illinois  which  in  turn 
had  come  up  the  Mississippi.  As  would  be  ex- 
pected the  construction  nf  the  Pack  I 'and  railroad 
between  Ottawa  and  Chicago  changed  to  some  ex- 
tent the  political  situation  after  1853  as  did  the 
opening  of  the  Illinois  Mic^i^an  canal  "-hich  pro- 
vided a  water  route  from  Ottawa  to  Chicago  for 
trade  and  travellers.  Yes  in  soite  of  these  new 
arteri°s  of  travel  the  town  had  strom?  southern  fail- 
ings which  had  not  be"n  hrolcn  at  the  time  of  the 
Presidential  campaign  of   1860. 

The  file  of  The  Wigwam  is  excessively  rare.  Up 
to  date  not  a  sin«le  copy  has  be°n  located  in  the 
state  of  Illinois,  and  the  newspaper  is  not  listed  in 
Scoft  or  Gregory's  bibliographies  of  Illinois  news- 
papers. 

The  Wigwam  (ten  issues')  came  to  rh°  Depart- 
ment of  Lincoln'ana  as  a  gift  of  Carl  W.  Schaefer 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

— R.  Gerald  McMurtrv. 
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Comment  of  Ottawa  Weekly   ^ree  Trader 

Free  Trader 
on  publication  of  Wigwam,  under  date  of  July  21  1860.  The •  Zhzpi*&k±-' 

was  strongly  partisan  organ  and  had  been  founded  in  Ottawa  in  1  840 

under  the  name  of  the  Illinois  ?ree  Trader,  It  ceased  publication 

in  1927  when  it  was  purchased  by  the  Daily  ^e publican-Times  of  Ottawa 

The  latter  paper  in  «g  turn  dated  to  1844  when  it  Has  started  pu'olicatio 

as  a  weekly  Republican  organ. 


The  -^ree  Trader  comment  on  July  21  185 C 


was  as  follows  : 


tt  TJFTpJ  WTGv',rii^  " 


The  publication  of  a  -"eoublican  oi~ic.' 


vampaign  paper  under  the  above  name  has  been  commenced  J|  in  this  city 
by  Claudius  B.  Zing  Esq.  If  the  first  number  is  a  fair  speclment  of  -sn. 


those  to  Shth 


succeed  it  the  Wigwam  will  prove  a  for  Idable 

XT  spiritedly 
1? campaigner.  The  editorials  are  -bly  /   and     yet  court  scusiy  w©a 


written.  The  publication  of  such  a  paper  has  been  found  a  necessity  we 

4 

presume   on   account   of  the  weak  wishy-washy   character   of   the  Ottawa 


ttepublic^n  and   for   the   same   reason  will     no   doubt   be   liberally   si 

A 

supported  by   the  Republican  of  the  county^) 


The  Republican (s  coimnent  on  its  rival  on 

» 
the  same  dajr  ^g»  July  SI  1860  was  brief  as  was  natural.  It  merely  said 

* 

Tr^T!^'s±B"tL"^,±'2ri^^4^si  s -jDs &S"ils pnis'&e&n -Ip a  s&  s- i  s.M is  1£ Sis  1. 

:'  "3JS?  This  is  the  tit  el-  of  a  spirited  little 
campaign  paper  started  in  this  city  and  edited  by  Mr,  C.B.  King.  Mr.  King 
enters  his  business  with  zeal  and  we  trust'  that  his  enterprise  may  be  aid 
to  the  Republican  cause* The  terms  are  50  cents  for  the  campaign.  " 

The  editor  of  the  Free  Trader  -fc  at  that  time 

W$33  William 
was  ,    ......  "j  Csman  and  the  paper  was  still  in  th.  family  hands  when  it 

{ 

was   sold,    ^sman  was     ne    of  the   old   schools   of  editors  who  remained 
active    in  newspaper  work  for   deswrtSBiL    .   c.£in   Ottawa. 

The   editor   of  the  Republican  at   that   time   vjas 
T„>  Hampton,    It   passed   through  various    ownerships   until   it   finally 
became  the   ^aily  Republican-Times  i  ^ 


\0 
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Available   information  >   in   Ottawa   I^pn  0.3.    King 


<- 


is  sketchy.  But  apparently  he  was  rewarded  forhis  efforts  en 
the.  part  of  the  Republican-  paryy  by^  his  appointment  as  p& 
postmaster  of  Ottawa,  "-e   is  known  to  have  served  in  1864-65. 


Osman  also  had  been  a  postmaster  under  %> President  Buchanan 


v  j^y 
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THE   DAILY   REPUBLICAN -TIMES 


IEBTABLISHED    16441 


LA  SALLE   COUNTY'S                                                                       OTTAWA.    ILLINOIS  MEMBER  AUDIT  BUREAU  OF  CIRCULATIONS 

MOST  COMPLETE   NEWSPAPER  MEMBER  ASSOCIATED   PRESS 


PUBLISHED   BY 

The  Republican-Times  Printing  Company 


1  February  16   1945 

Dear  Mp     Lie  Cur  try    : 

T 

If  you  can  arrange  to  send  me  a  photo  of  the 
first  /page  of  the  .igwam  when  it  is  photographed  it  will  ansv/er 

my  purposes  I,  too,  can  then  have  it  made  into  a  cut  for  use 
in  a  news  story  .  Then  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  you  to  have 
some  one  copy  any  data  f remit  for  my  purposes. 

Mr.  Paul  Angle,  of  the  Illinois   tate  Historic- ;v 
association  ha1-;  informed  me  the  library  at  Springfield  has  P-O 

copy  of  the  ./igwam  and  that  it  was  unknown  to  them  sp  apparently 
your  school  has  stumbled  on  a  treasury  of  Illinois  history^ 


.-»:_ 


Perhaps  a  little  background  of  why  two 
Republican  campaign  papers  were  pufolis  fcStT  in  Ottawa  may  be  of 
interest  to  ou. 


Ottawa  is  at  the  confluence  of  the  Fox  and 

Illinois  rivers.  Prior  to  1848  virtually  all  its  com  ercial 

traffic  was  carried  by  river  steamer  en  the  Illinois  which  in 

£       /X 
tlrn  had  come  up  the  Mississippi,  The  tiwn  hacTptrongly  southern 

leaning  which  was  not  broken  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  *£**war. 


THE   DAiLY   REPUBLICAN -TIMES 

(CSTADLISH£D    1644) 

LA  SALLE   COUNTY'S                                                                       OTTAWA,    ILLINOIS  MEMBER  AUDIT  BUREAU  OF  CIRCULATIONS 

MOST  COMPLETE   NEWSPAPER  MEMBER  ASSOCIATED   PRESS 

PUBLISHED  ay 

The  Repuelican-Times  Printing  Company 


The   construction   of  the  Pock  Island  railroad 
between  Ottawa  and  Chivago   to   some   extent   changed   this  after  1855 
as   did  the    opening   of  the  Illinois-ilichigan   canal  which  provided  a   wS^as 

water  route    from   Ottawa   to  Chicago  Jf$  for   trade   and  travellers. 

j 
But   at   the    outbreak  o£the   Civil  war   and   during 

still 

the  war  itself  Ottawa  wasfcidsn;  strongly  democratic  so  the  Wigwam  did 

valiant  servuce  S£=  in  strengthenin^the  Republican  cause  in  I860. 

I  do  not  recall  if  I  sent  your  school  some 
articles  on-k  lett  rs  written  by  Thomas  McCann,  a  Union  sol  ier  who 
died  If;. in  Georgia  in  December  1865.  The  family  which  owns  the  letter 

A 

asked  my  advice  in  disposing  ofjthe  original  and  I  advised  them  to  send 
the  letters  to  your  school  where  they  could  be^  preserved  rather  than 

to  a  place  where  they  would  be  of  no  value  to  future  generations,  I 

r 

hope  they  will  take  my  advice. 

Yours  sincerely  *  . 
C,C.  Tisler 


\Y\xJUL^^a         fUlWiUA^ 


V^X  X      ^>     1 

1^  x     no     I  o 
ImX  X     ^o     ',f 


THE  WIGWAM 


A   Newspaper  Published   In    1860  In   T7ie  Interest 
of  The  Presidential  Candidacy  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

One  thousand  numbers  of  the  first  edition  of 
The  Wigwam,  a  newspaper  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  the  Republican  party,  were  run  off  the  press  at 
Ottawa,  Illinois,  on  July  18,  1860.  C.  B.  King, 
the  editor,  announced  in  his  first  issue  that  his 
newspaper  office  was  to  be  located  over  the  post 
office  (King  later  became  postmaster),  the  terms 
were  fifty  cents  a  copy^  and  that  advertising  would 
be  accepted  at  regular  rates.  Copies  of  the  news- 
paper were  to  appear  every  Wednesday,  "till  after 
the  presidential  election." 

The  publication  of  this  weekly  Republican  organ 
brought  forth  the  courteous  yet  left-handed  political 
thrusts  of  William  Osman  (postmaster  under  James 
Buchanan),  the  editor  of  the  Illinois  Free  Trader, 
a  strongly  partisan  organ  of  the  other  side  of  the 
political  fence.  In  this  issue  of  July  21,  1860  un- 
der the  title  "The  Wigwam,"  Osman  made  the 
following  comments:  "The  publication  of  a  Re- 
publican campaign  paper  under  the  above  name 
has  been  commenced  in  this  city  by  Claudius  B. 
King,  ^sq.  If  the  first  number  is  a  fair  specimen 
of  those  to  succeed  it  The  Wigwam  will  prove  a 
formidable  campaigner.  The  editorials  are  ably, 
spirited  and  yet  courteously  written.  The  publi- 
cation of  such  a  paper  has  been  found  a  necessity, 
we  presume,  on  account  of  the  weak,  wishy-washy 
character  of  the  Ottawa  Republican  and  for  the 
same  reason  will  no  doubt  be  liberally  supported 
by  the  Republicans  of  the  county." 

The  Republican's  comment  on  its  rival  on  the 
same  day  July  21,  1860  was  brief  as  was  natural. 
T.  Hampton,  the  editor,  merely  said  under  the 
heading  "The  Wigwam":  "This  is  the  title  of  a 
spiritued  little  campaign  paper  started  in  the  city 
by  Mr.  C.  B.  King.  Mr.  King  enters  his  business 
with  zeal  and  we  trust  that  his  enterprise  may  be 
an  aid  to  the  Republican  cause.  The  terms  are 
fifty  cents  for  the  campaign." 

It  is  believed  after  careful  study  of  this  file  of 
newspapers  that  only  sixteen  numbers  were  pub- 
lished. The  last  number  bearing  the  date  of  Octo- 
ber 31,  1860.  The  file  in  the  Department  of 
Lincolniana  consists  of  ten  issues.  Numbers  4,  6, 
9,  10,  14  and  15  are  missing.  Number  2  through 
number  16  carries  a  different  masthead  from  num- 
ber 1.  A  woodland  scene  is  depicted  with  Lincoln 
and  Hamlin  in  the  role  of  railsplitters  (Lincoln  is 
wielding    the    maul    and    Hamlin    is    holding    the 


wedge)  in  the  act  of  dividing  the  Northern  democ- 
racy from  the  Southern  democracy.  Every  issue 
of  this  interesting  newspaper  carries  in  bold  face 
type,  one  column  wide,  the  "Republican  Nomina- 
tions" with  Lincoln's  name  heading  the  list.  In 
addition  to  the  Presidential  Electoral  Ticket,  the 
State  Ticket  and  County  Ticket  are  prominently 
featured. 

Every  number  of  The  Wigwam  carries  political 
articles  in  praise  of  the  Republicans  while  Demo- 
crats are  held  up  to  scorn.  One  article  subjects 
Lincoln  to  the  ordeal  of  these  questions:  "Is  he 
honest?",  "Is  he  capable?",  and  "Is  he  faithful 
to  the  Constitution?"  Needless  to  add  Lincoln 
passed  the  test.  A  considerable  amount  of  national 
and  state  news  having  no  political  implications  are 
to  be  found  in  the  columns  of  The  Wigwam,  as 
well  as  the  usual  fillers  and  advertisements,  one  of 
which  offers  to  the  public  "Lincoln  hats  made  to 
order." 

Historians  may  wonder  why  Ottawa  would  sup- 
port two  Republicans  newspapers  during  the  presi- 
dential campaign  of  1860.  It  is  believed  that  the 
Republican  founded  in  1844  was  a  conservative 
political  organ  during  these  stirring  times  when  an 
all-out  Republican  effort  was  being  made  to  win 
the  vote  in  La  Salle  County— a  community  always 
considered  to  be  a  Democratic  stronghold.  Otta- 
wa's geographical  location  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Fox  and  Illinois  rivers  was  a  determining  factor 
in  the  moulding  of  its  political  thought.  Prior  to 
1848  virtually  all  of  its  commercial  traffic  was  car- 
ried by  river  steamers  on  the  Illinois  which  in  turn 
had  come  up  the  Mississippi.  As  would  be  ex- 
pected the  construction  of  the  Rock  Island  railroad 
between  Ottawa  and  Chicago  changed  to  some  ex- 
tent the  political  situation  after  1853  as  did  the 
opening  of  the  Illinois-Michigan  canal  which  pro- 
vided a  water  route  from  Ottawa  to  Chicago  for 
trade  and  travellers.  Yet  in  spite  of  these  new 
arteries  of  travel  the  town  had  strong  southern  lean- 
ings which  had  not  been  broken  at  the  time  of  the 
Presidential  campaign  of   1860. 

This  file  of  The  Wigwam  is  excessively  rare.  Up 
to  date  not  a  single  copy  has  been  located  in  the 
state  of  Illinois,  and  the  newspaper  is  not  listed  in 
Scott's  or  Gregory's  bibliographies  of  Illinois  news- 
papers. 

The  Wigwam  (ten  issues)  came  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Lincolniana  as  a  gift  of  Carl  W.  Schaefer 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  A  reproduction  of  the  first 
page  of  the  first  issue  is  shown  on  the  opposite 
page. 

-R.  Gerald  McMurtry. 
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17A  favorite  slop  for  travellers  about  seven  miles 
northeast  of  Cumberland  Gap,  where  the  Gibson 
stone  house  now  stands  on  Highway  58.  Pusey, 
The  Wilderness  Road  to  Kentucky,  111. 

18A  good  description  of  this  tragedy  in  the  Boone 
family  is  given  by  John  Bakeless  in  Daniel  Boone, 
72-74.  The  exact  location  of  the  spot  is  not  known. 
See  illustration  of  the  marker  in  this  article,  be- 
lieved to  be  rather  accurately  placed. 

19Rev.  James  Smith,  in  Ohio  Arch,  and  Hist.  Soc. 
Publications,  Vol.  XVI,  No.  3,  357-8. 

20W.  R.  Jillson,  Filsoris  Kentucke,  58. 

2 'Speed,  Wilderness  Trail,  20,  from  diary  of  Wil- 
liam Brown. 

22Dr.  Thomas  Walker's  Journal  in  Avers,  His- 
torical Collections,  36. 

23From  Cumberland  Gap  to  Flat  Lick,  a  distance 
of  about  25  miles  running  slightly  west  of  north, 
the  Wilderness  Trail  follows  the  'Warrior's  Path," 


the  trail  of  the  Indians  connecting  the  Great  Lakes 
region  with  the  Cherokee  mountain  country  in 
Tennessee  and  the  Carolinas.  The  Warrior's  Path 
was  one  of  the  major  Indian  roads  of  America,  and 
was  known  as  "Athiamowee,"  or  "the  path  of  the 
armed  ones." 

24Authorities  do  not  agree  whether  the  Lincolns, 
when  they  reached  Kentucky,  went  first  to  Hughes 
Station,  where  they  lived  at  the  time  of  Captain 
Lincoln's  death,  or  whether  they  first  located  on 
the  Green  River  land.  Dr.  Warren  believes  they 
went  to  Hughes  Station  first,  because  on  their 
Floyd  Fork  land  nearby,  a  cabin  already  existed. 
See  Warren,  in  "Abraham  Lincoln,  Senior,  Grand- 
father of  the  President,"  in  The  Filson  Club  His- 
tory Quarterly,  Vol.  5,  No.  3,  136-152. 

"°lbid.,  148.  This  incident  is  fully  covered  in 
all  important  Lincoln  biographies,  differing  only  in 
minor  details. 


THE  LINCOLN  HOMESTEAD  ON 
LINVILLE  CREEK 


In  the  fall  of  1942,  Hal  Seaberg  of  Midland, 
Pennsylvania,  visited  the  Lincoln  homestead  on 
Linville  Creek  in  Rockingham  County,  Virginia, 
and  recorded  his  observations  in  a  diary  of  his 
trip.  Because  it  gives  information  of  interest  to 
Lincoln  students  concerning  the  place  from  which 
Capt.  Abraham  Lincoln  emigrated  in  1782,  we  are 
taking  the  liberty  to  quote  a  portion  of  the  diary 
as   follows: 

"Through  Harrisonburg  ten  miles  north  you  come 
to  a  small  place  called  Lacey  Springs.  There  we 
turned  left  on  a  road  to  Linville  and  Edom.  Before 
we  got  there  we  hit  Route  260  and  continued  north. 
The  house  is  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  road 
and  is  also  provided  with  a  marker. 

"We  were  barely  in  time  to  take  a  few  snap- 
shots of  the  place  before  it  was  too  dark.  The 
oldest  boy  of  Mr.  Ray  W.  Renalds,  the  farmer 
who  now  runs  the  place,  .  .  .  took  us  over  a  newly 
plowed  field  to  a  small  fenced  graveyard  some  800 
yards  from  the  house,  shaded  by  a  single  small 
tree.  This  was  the  burial  place  of  many  a  Lincoln 
and  related  families. 

"I  counted  eight  tombstones  with  the  names  of 
Lincoln  on  them.  There  was  one  which  said  'To 
the  memory  of  Jacob  Lincoln,  who  was  born  on 
the  18th  of  November  1751  and  died  1822  at  the 
age  of  71   years.'  Another  said:    'Abraham  Lincoln, 


born  March  15,  1799.  died  June  13,  1851.'  This 
namesake  of  the  president  has  a  life  span  about 
the  same  as  he,  but  one  decade  moved  back.  An- 
other stone  in  a  corner  was  of  interest  also:  'The 
last  of  the  Lincoln  slaves,  Uncle  Ned  arJ  wife, 
Queen,  erected  by  Mary  Lee  Pennypacker,  descend- 
ant  of   the   Lincolns.' 

"We  returned  to  the  house  and  had  a  chat  with 
Mr.  Renalds  who  took  us  through  the  whole  house. 
The  original  part,  built  by  'Virginia  John'  who 
came  from  Berks  Co.,  Pennsylvania,  is  the  lower 
wing,  now  used  as  a  kitchen.  The  main  building 
was  erected  [about  1800]  by  his  son,  Jacob  Lin- 
coln. [Younger  brother  of  Captain  Abraham  Lin- 
coln,   the    emigrant    to    Kentucky.] 

"The  location  seemed  to  us  an  excellent  one  for  a 
farm.  A  softly  rolling  country-side,  now  all  in 
cultivated  fields." 

We  are  grateful  to  Mr.  Seaberg  for  a  copy  of 
his  diary  telling  of  some  of  his  many  journeys 
over  the  Lincoln  trail.  Mr.  Seaberg,  a  native  of 
Sweden,  has  long  been  a  student  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  after  he  came  to  America  and  adopted  it 
as  his  new  country.  In  recent  years  he  has  visited 
mam1  Lincolnians  in  various  cities  and  localities 
and  all  have  been  charmed  with  his  bouyant  per- 
sonality and  refreshing  adoration  for  America  and 
its  heroes. 
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Editor's  Note— Books,  pamphlets,  folders,  and 
miscellaneous  items  of  Lincolniana  and  col- 
lateral subjects  mentioned  in  this  compilation 
will  not  be  treated  in  the  book  review  section. 

AN  ODDITY 
Wonders  never  cease  in  the  study  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  There  are  almanacs,  horoscopes,  calendars, 
planet  readers,  phrenological  journals,  psycho-biog- 
raphies, dissertations  on  destiny  mechanisms  and  a 
miscellaneous  accumulation  of  literary  phenomenon 
that  seems  to  have  no  limitations.  Now  the  Lin- 
coln fraternity  is  greeted  with  a  reprint  of  D. 
Ottolengul's  travesty  Behind  The  Seams  By  A  Nig- 
ger Woman  Who  Took  In  Work  From  Mrs.  Lin- 
coln And  Mrs.  Davis,  which  originally  appeared  in 
1868,  following  the  publication  of  Elizabeth  Keck- 
ley's  book  Behind  the  Scenes.  The  original  pam- 
phlet is  exceedingly  rare  (M.  907),  and  collectors 
will  be  glad  to  have  this  mildly  scurrilous  publica- 
tion concerning  Mrs.  Lincoln  as  an  oddity  as  well 
a  companion  piece  for  the  Keckley  book.  As  would 
be  expected  the  publication  has  no  historical  value. 
A  somewhat  facetious  "Prefatory  Note"  appears  in 
the  reprinted  production  which  is  signed  anony- 
mously— A.  Lincoln  Fann.  In  fact,  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  name  of  the  original 
publisher— D.  Ottolengul  is  likewise  fictitious.  The 
date  given  on  the  reprint  is  that  of  April  Fool's  Day, 
1945.  While  the  introduction  is  not  malicious, 
there  is  an  unmistakable  vein  of  satire  running 
through  the  article.  A  careful  reading  of  this  fore- 
word indicates  that  the  anonymous  writer  has  a 
smattering  of  information  concerning  the  pub- 
lished works  of  Lincolniana,  however,  the  mild  but 
humorous  diatribe  is  with  few  exceptions  poorly 
done.  There  are  only  two  hundred  numbered 
copies  for  sale  at  $2.50  each.  The  pamphlet  may 
be  purchased  from  Charles  P.  Everitt,  107  East 
59th  Street,  New  York  City. 

BOOKS 

Lincoln  .  .  .  the  Man  of  the  Ages  is  an  epic 
poem  in  prose  by  Hugh  D.  Hart.  This  work  pre- 
sents a  new  appraisal  of  the  greatness  of  the  Six- 
teenth President.  According  to  the  author  the  old 
standard  of  gauging  Lincoln  is  outmoded  and  the 
time  has  come  to  make  a  new  appraisal  with  a 
more  extensive  yardstick.  This  book  of  159  pages 
retails  for  $2.50.  Copies  may  be  obtained  from 
F.  L.  Seybold  and  Company  of  Monmouth,  Illinois. 

The  Lincoln  Group  of  Chicago,  which  was  or- 
ganized on  February  18,  1931  has  held  up  to  date 
(April  19,  1945)  107  meetings  and  published  two 
books.  The  first  book  Lincoln  Group  Papers  con- 
sists of  the  ten  addresses  delivered  before  that  organ- 


ization during  the  years  1934-1935.  This  "First 
Series"  was  edited  by  the  late  Douglas  C.  McMur- 
trie,  and  published  by  the  Black  Cat  press  of 
Chicago  in  1936.  The  "Second  Series"  of  Lincoln 
Group  Papers  consists  of  "Twelve  Addresses  De- 
livered Before  the  Lincoln  Group  of  Chicago  on 
Varied  Aspects  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  Life  and  In- 
terests." This  book  of  231  pages  was  published 
this  year  by  J.  Henri  Ripstra,  the  founder  of  the 
organization.  The  printing  and  binding  of  the 
handsome  volume  is  the  work  of  the  Torch  press 
of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  The  edition  is  limited 
to  five  hundred  copies.  The  new  volume  may  be 
secured  from  J.  H.  Ripstra,  5  S.  Wabash  Avenue, 
Chicago,  Illinois.     The  price  is  $5.00  per  copy. 

PAMPHLETS  AND  FOLDERS 
In  1938  Ira  E.  Owen  of  Petersburg,  Illinois, 
copyrighted  and  published  Fern  Nance  Pond's  pam- 
phlet New  Salem  Village.  This  16-page  publica- 
tion contains  photographic  views  and  a  brief  his- 
torical sketch  of  the  New  Salem  State  Park  near 
Petersburg,  Illinois.  This  pamphlet  has  enjoyed 
a  wide  distribution  and  a  ready  sale,  and  in  1944 
the  fifth  edition  made  its  appearance.  Needless 
to  say  the  complete  set  of  five  additions  are  not 
easy  to  acquire. 

The  Honorable  Noble  W.  Lee,  a  Veteran  of 
Foreign  Wars,  a  member  of  the  Lower  House  of 
the  Illinois  Legislature,  and  Dean  of  the  John 
Marshall  Law  School  delivered  on  Saturday,  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1945,  an  inspiring  address  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  Forty-sixth  Annual  Lincoln  Birthday 
Service  of  the  Grand  Army  Hall  and  Memorial 
Association  of  Illinois.  This  address  was  devoted 
entirely  to  Lincoln  and  it  is  considered  by  the 
membership  to  be  one  of  the  finest  ever  delivered 
before  that  body  in  the  history  of  the  Association. 
Fifty  copies  of  this  printed  address  (24  pages)  have 
been  reserved  for  Lincoln  collectors.  Letters  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Grand  Army  Hall  and  Memorial 
Association,  85  East  Randolph  Street,  Chicago,  Illi- 
nois. The  price  of  the  pamphlet  is  $1.00  and  the 
proceeds  resulting  from  this  sale  will  be  turned 
over  to  the  Red  Cross. 

Abraham  Lincoln— An  Illinois  Central  Lawyer 
was  the  title  of  a  paper  read  by  Elmer  A.  Smith, 
Senior  General  Attorney  for  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad  Company,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Western 
Conference  of  Railway  Counsel  on  February  13, 
1945.  This  paper  has  been  published  in  the  form 
of  a  23  page  annotated  pamphlet  which  will  prove 
a  delight  not  only  to  Lincoln  students  but  to  law- 
yers and  those  who  collect  railroad  lore.  The  work 
the  author  did  on  this  paper  brought  home  to  him 
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PAUL  M.  ANGLE 

STAT*    HISTORIAN 


STATE  OF   ILLINOIS 
DWIGHT    H.    GREEN.    GOVERNOR 

ILLINOIS  STATE   HISTORICAL  LIBRARY 

SPRINGFIELD 


TRUSTEES 

OLIVER    R.     BARRETT.     KINILWOHTK 
LLOYD     LEWIS.    CHICAGO 
IRVING    DILLIARD.    COLL1NSVILLC 


February  5,  1945 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
Lincoln  Memorial  University 
Harrogate,  Tennessee 

Dear  Gerald: 


The 


Wigwam 


file , which 


received,  seems  to  be 


you  have 
luite,  a  treasure.   It  is' 


not  listed  in  Scott,  which  is  our  most  complete 
bibliography  of  Illinois  newspapers,  nor  do  I 
find  it  in  Gregory,  and  we  do  not  have  a  file 
of  it  here,  or  even  a  single  copy.   Therefore, 
it  will  be  impossible  to  furnish  photostats  of 
the  missins-  issues.  - 


Of  course,  some  members  of  the 
Donner  party  came  from  Springfield,  Illinois, 
in  fact  most  of  the  leaders  came  from  this  town 
and  without  doubt  Lincoln  knew  them  as  he  would 
know  any  other  farmer  in  the  village  at  that 
time.   There  is  a  good  deal  of  information  here 
about  the  members  of  the  party  but,  as  far  as 
I  know,  there  is  no  connection  between  these 
people  and  Lincoln.   Strangely  enough,  there 
was  a  relationship  between  the  Todds  and  Edwards 
and  one  member  of  this  unfortunate  party.   If  an 
article  were  written  for  The  Herald ,  a  good  deal 
of  shadow  boxing  would  be  required  to  tie  it 
into  the  Lincoln  theme.   In  other  words,  a  short 
biography  might  be  made  of  this  one  member  of  the 
Todd -Edwards  clan,  then  some  anecdotes  as  to 
Lincoln's  possible  knowledge  or  relationship  with 
the  others  in  Springfield.   I  will  look  into  this 
a  little  and  see  if  I  think  there  is  enough  for 
an  article. 


JM :  he 


(^Ut&^Jk 


YZ-O^ 


,<LA 


Sincerely   yours, 

iZ/Lo/iamhan 


Xaax    i^i<^UZx^ 


/ 


t 


PAUL  M.  ANGLE 

State  Historian 


STATE  OF   ILLINOIS 
DWIGHT    H.    GREEN,    GOVERNOR 

ILLINOIS  STATE   HISTORICAL  LIBRARY 

SPRINGFIELD 

February  26,    1945 


TRUSTEES 
OLIVER    R.    BARRETT.     Kcnilwortm 
LLOYD    LEWIS.   Chicago 

IRVING    DILLIARD.    COLLINSVILLC 


Mr.  Gerald  McMur try- 
Lincoln  Memorial  University 
Harrogate,  Tennessee 

Dear  Gerald: 

I  can  pet  a  picture  of  Lord 
Charnwood  that  we  have  here,  and  also  a  copy 
of  Britannia  laying  a  wreath  on  Lincoln's  bier, 
the  picture  in  Punch,   I  have  also  written  this 
morning  to  Houghton-Mifflin  for  a  picture  of 
John  Drinkweter.   Those  three,  I  think, will 
illustrate  the  article  quite  well. 

Edward  Morrill  &  Co.,  144 
Kingston  Street,  Boston  11,  Mass., have  written 
me  recently  about  a  file  of  the  Rail  Splitter. 
They  want  information  on  it.   Their  file  is  for 
a  paper  published  in  Chicago,  not  in  Ottawa  as 
jrours  is.   However,  as  it  was  published  in  1860 
and  runs  to  eighteen  copies  as  yours  does,  I 
wonder  if  by  any  chance  it  can  be  the  same 
paper  printed  et  a  different  location.   At 
least  it  might  be  worth  investigating. 


u: 


Sincerely  yours 


JM:hc 


naghan 


THE   DAILY   REPUBLICAN -TIMES 


(ESTABLISHED    1844) 


LA  SALLE    COUNTY'S 
MOST  COMPLETE   NEWSPAPER 


OTTAWA,  ILLINOIS 


MEMBER  AUDIT  BUREAU  OF  CIRCULATIONS 
MEMBER   ASSOCIATED   PRESS 


published  by 
The  Republican-Times  Printing  Company 


May  $   195C 


Mr.  Robert  L.  Kincaid 
Lincoln  Memorial  university 

HavTogate  Tennessee 
Dear  Mr.  Kincaid  : 


A" 


I  was  very  much  shocked  to  learn  of  th^  diz^a 


ster  to 


your    school   by  fire   last    month.      heh  my   subscription   to    your   quarterly 


magazine    e^sa.  exoires   in   July   I  shall   have    it   res4-renewed  and   incluie 
a  small    donation  to   vour  school    to  be   us-d  for    whatever   nurnose   you   se^ 


fit 


A_ 


intere€  to  your    school   to      now  that   an 


On  a  different   matter   I   am   certain  it  will   be   of 

almost    complete    file  of   the 


n  Little   Giant   "  j^iblished   here   in  Ottawa  in     185$  has  been    ^o^nd  ^ 
I  have   had  one    copy   photostatted  and   the   Illinois    State    H/storical 
Library    at   Sori  ngf  ield   has   been   H-iven   the   same  photostat   I  have   not 

d- 

re  file    but   am  assured   it    is    in  good    condition.    The 


exam  in 


ed\the    enti 


paoer  was    published   jrp.dai ly    in   Ottawa   in  the    interests     £_pf   Douglas 
for      enator   ^— 


The  Daily  Republican -Times 

(ESTABLISHED    1844) 

LA  SALLE    COUNTY'S                                                                       OTTAWA.    ILLINOIS  MEMBER  AUDIT  BUREAU  OF  CIRCULATIONS 

MOST  COMPLETE   NEWSPAPER  MEMBER  ASSOCIATED   PRESS 

PUBLISHED   BY 

The  Republican-Times  Printing  Company 


I   still   have   not  -e^-gone      into    all   the 
mass  of  material   that    was   uncovered  last   summer   in   theTlVallax^nome 

u 

on   the    north  bluff  and   t  rned  over   to   the    state.    It   included   numerous 
family     je=*=pr-s~  reg  Lme^tal   records  anclpther   s$&a   sim  liar  material. 

The    Wallace   home   much    to   the    regrellfc    of 
many   people  was   closed   January  1    by  the   state    and    is    now  virtually 
abondoned.    The    state    ma'ntained    it   had  no   funds  to  repair  it   or  keep 
it  up 


Very  truly   vours 
C.C.    Tisler 


/ 


FOREMAN    M.  LEBOLD 

I3S    SO.  LA  SALLE    STREET 
CHICAGO  3 


February  2nd,  1950 


My  dear  Gerald: 


Received  your  letter  of  January  23rd  and  noted  with 
particular  interest  the  story  which  you  did  about  J. 
R.  Freese.  I  think  that  you  have  done  a  splendid 
job  and  I,  of  course,  did  not  know  that  there  was  So 
much  available  information  about  Jacob  Freese,  Shall 
await  with  interest  the  appearance  of  the  story  in 
the  Lincoln  Herald  and  I  want  to  compliment  you  on  it, 

With  reference  to  the  file  THE  RAILSPLITTER,  talked 
to  Ralph  about  it  yesterday.  This  is  at  the  present 
time  being  studied  by  a  capable  printer  here  in  Chi- 
cago so  as  to  get  a  picture  of  the  physical  problems 
involved  in  making  the  complete  facsimile  reprint. 
I  am  sure  that  Ralph  will  go  ahead  with  it,  if  it 
proves  to  be  feasible,  and  I  hope  that  it  will.  I 
have,  I  believe,  the  only  known  complete  file  at  the 
present  time  and  Ralph  feels  that  a  good  many  insti- 
tutions, as  well  as  individuals,  will  be  glad  to  have 
it.  Will  know  more  about  it  when  we  get  a  report 
from  the  printer.  This,  of  course,  would  be  done  by 
Ralph  Newman  on  a  basis  by  which  the  sale  of  the  fac- 
simile will  pay  for  the  cost  of  the  job.  I  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it  except  to  supply  the  original. 

I  agree  with  you  that  The  Rail splitter  would  be  a  won- 
derful companion  piece  for  The  Wigwam,  although  I  do 
not  have  any  copies  of  the  latter.  Someday,  perhaps, 
they  may  be  side  by  side,  who  knows. 

With  best  regards  in  which  Peg  joins,  I  am 

Sincerely  yours, 


FML:lk 

Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
Lincoln  Memorial  University 
Harrogate,  Tennessee 


